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Species Overview

RED ALDER
scientific name: Alnus rubra

distribution and availability

 • �Coastal�Western�
North�America.

COLOR:
Range Variation

 Red alder tends to be a light tan to reddish brown; color 
darkens and reddens with age. There is no visible distinction 
between heartwood and sapwood. Small sound knots and 
large aggregate rays appear as occasional small streaks on the 
face grain that are not considered as defects in the wood. 

disclaimer
 A single sample may not accurately represent the full range of natural variations to be expected. Due to the inherent 
properties and characteristics of wood, these samples should be viewed as an approximation of what can be obtained. 
Some wood species have more natural variance in appearance than others. We have made every effort to make 
colors as accurate as possible. Colors on screen may vary depending on your screen setting and resolution.
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RED ALDER INFORMATION

average dried weight 28 lbs/ft3 (450 kg/m3)

grain | texture  The wood has fairly straight grain, and 
is fine-grained and even-textured.

S pricing | availability  Low to Moderate. Readily Available

covered exterior rating Poor | Good | Excellent 

photosensitivity High | Moderate | Low

conservation status LC - Least Concern (IUCN 3.1)

veneer options Rotary Cut | Flat Cut | Quarter Cut


